Notes From Fuel Cell Vehicle Test Ride:

1. The other person asking questions (very good ones) along with mine was someone whom I met who had recently contributed an article to Evworld.com, but I can't quite recall his name.

2. The person driving was I think a Honda engineer and had some very straight answers.

3. The vehicle had a Ballard stack and a range of 170 miles, but Honda is serious about and is working on their own Fuel Cells.

4. Honda also has their own in-house development of solar cells and ultracapacitors. The capacitor in the vehicle, it was said, was a Honda product and not a Matsushita product.

5. If Production Fuel Cell vehicles are 10-20 years away (in the opinion of one distracted engineer who was nice enough to be giving us his straight opinion) part of the explanation is not only in the technology development time but in the predicted time required for building the refueling infrastructure. 

6. I asked when we might try one of the Honda FC stacks, and was told that it might only be a year or two away. The Honda FC stack apparently has an innovation in the membrane and separation materials that allows for better operation in lower temperatures.  

-------------------------------------------

Notes from comments by Stephen Ellis, American Honda Manager of Alternative Fuel Vehicle Sales and Marketing:

Stephen said to pass on to readers that if I took nothing else away from EVS20, it should be (let me see if I can get this right):

1. Always Remember That Honda Is Fiercely Independent

2. Stephen has spent lengthy periods gaining experience driving both the Honda Compressed Natural Gas Vehicle and now the Honda Fuel Cell Vehicle (the prototypes of which were technically valued at the time at around $2,000,000 each). Since Honda introduced the option of refueling the CNG vehicle at home, the experience of owning and driving one has become sort of similar, in some ways, to what it will be like to own and refuel and drive a Hydrogen Fuel Cell Vehicle. He said that he has met people who are enthusiastic to try and own a Fuel Cell vehicle, but who don't understand that many of the qualities that they have reservations about with respect to the CNG vehicles are also part of the Fuel Cell Vehicle experience. These qualities include the somewhat limited range (170 miles in the Honda FCV at the symposium), the home-centric refueling process, etc. So, he thought it would be good for people to understand how the CNG experience has turned out to hold some lessons, sort of in preparation for how our lives will be changed by Hydrogen Fuel Cell Vehicle ownership and home-refueling.  

Of course, some readers will add, as I would have to, that much the same could be said for a good NiMH or Li-Ion BEV: they are refueled often at home, have a somewhat limited range, require some re-learning of driving and fueling habits and thinking, etc. However, it was indeed interesting to note this tie-in that Stephen had noticed from CNG vehicle to H2-fueled Fuel Cell Vehicle.

